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Natural Shocks presents 

PEEP 
A brand new pop-up venue.  

Available for national and international touring in 2013. 
 

 
The pieces which Natural Shocks commissions and produces inside the PEEP box all confront issues of intimacy, 
sexuality, gender and voyeurism within the human psyche. PEEP as a venue provides a unique experience for both 
performer and spectator, challenging convention by allowing the audience access to the performance in a different 
way. 
 

Creative Team 
Director: Donnacadh O’Briain 
Designer: Signe Beckmann 
Lighting Design: Ben Ormerod 
Sound and Composition: Nick Powell 
Producer: Lucy Jackson 
 
At a peep show you see the sexual body, at PEEP you witness close up the sexual psyche. The audience sits in their 
individual darkened booths, watching the actors through a two-way mirror, hearing every sound through their 
headphones. It is theatre for one, but without the solitude – you know that there are other people who can see what 
you can see, and the characters themselves are almost reach-out-and-touchable, further raising the tension and 
excitement of the experience.  
 

Current Plays 
“SexLife” by Kefi Chadwick (Royal Court Writers’ group, Best New Play at Brighton Festival 2011, Theatre503) 
Sex; sex; sex. Pregnancy. Baby. Sex…? Dan and Mia haven’t had a shag since before the birth of their son.. Three 
months on, one man is forced to take extreme action. A funny, tender play exploring the couple/family dilemma, 
with one song and some very fancy dress. 
 

“69” by Leo Butler (RSC, Royal Court, National Theatre, Paines Plough) 
A rollercoaster ride through the sexual psyche in 69 scenes. Filthy and tender – not for the faint hearted! 
 

“Meat” by Pamela Carter (Stewart Laing, Goldin and Senneby, Hampstead theatre, Traverse Theatre) 
Dave’s browser history has thrown up a couple of surprises for Sarah… a tango for two around pornography,  
control and sexual freedom. 

 
Performance Information 
PEEP was premiered at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe at 
the Pleasance Theatre in August 2012. Currently the 
touring team consists of director, producer, CSM, ASM 
and four actors. Additional team members may be 
necessary depending on whether crew can be provided 
by the receiving venue for fit-up and get-out, and 
whether a new piece is being developed or 
commissioned, for example a production manager, 
sound and lighting designers and engineers.  

 
PEEP model box with roof removed 

Metro, Financial Times, Edinburgh Festivals Magazine, Scotsgay 
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Selected Press 

“ ...deals honestly and openly with a subject that’s absurdly underaired.” - Lyn Gardner, The Guardian 
 
“It is immaculately directed, production values are clearly very high and the voyeuristic effect works uncomfortably 
well” - Nicky Wolfe, the New Statesman. 
 
“Let’s talk about sex: intelligently, humorously, candidly and brazenly... Actors are utterly committed to the 
material... and we respond by devouring each intimate yet brief encounter” - Damon Smith, Metro. 
 
“... an x-rated must see of the festival... It is hard not to be amazed by the incredible concept that is worthy of the 
Turner Prize” - Daisy Williams, Edinburgh Festivals Magazine 
 
“O’Briain’s intimate theatre show proves you can break taboos without being silly about it” - Mark Fisher, The 
Scotsman 

 
 
Creative Team Information 
The collaborative creative team includes director Donnacadh O’Briain: (Fifteen full productions in London, Dublin, 
Edinburgh & Rome, as well as working with the likes of Complicite, The Gate Dublin, RADA and Michael Boyd, whom 
he assisted on all eight plays of the Royal Shakespeare Company’s multi award-winning “Histories Cycle”), Designer 
Signe Beckmann (Bush, Young Vic, Soho, Hull Truck), Lighting Designer Ben Ormerod (RSC, ENO, Old Vic, Propeller, 
Donmar) and Composer & Sound Designer Nick Powell (Donmar, Paines Plough, Barbican, RSC) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PEEP at The Pleasance, Edinburgh in August 2012 
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Mission Statement 
PEEP is a compact touring theatre with big long-term ambitions. We intend that it will provide a platform for a great 
many writers and theatre makers, as well as composers, choreographers, performance artists and installation artists 
around the UK, Europe and the World. PEEP is purpose-built to be able to arrive anywhere in the world, to any 
indoor or outdoor space, plug in and play. PEEP is particularly well suited to residencies, and has a team of 
experienced artists who offer workshops, and a range of related programs. We are also keen to work with local 
writers, casts, and in translation. 
 
 

Technical information 
The PEEP box has a playing space of 3mx3m and a footprint of 5mx5m, with 14 booths and a DSM position. 
 
The inner frame is constructed from timber, while the booths are separated from each other and outside by pond 
liner and PVC. 
 
The lighting equipment, show mac, desk, cabling, headphones and all technical equipment are all owned by the 
company and tour with the box. 
 
The only power needed is two 13amp plug sockets. 
 
The venue is fully waterproof and so can be parked inside or outside, and travels in a Luton van. A Luton van = 20 
cubic metre load capacity. 
 

PEEP Rider 
 One dressing room. 

  Safe storage for tech equipment. 

 Two power sockets run to the venue. 
If outdoor: 

 A solid flat, level base upon which PEEP can sit; steeldeck or equivalent.  

 A simple, temporary tent/roof structure under which PEEP is constructed in the event of bad weather. 

 Parking for x1 Luton sized van for the duration of the residency. 

 Any and all emergency and general public lighting to be provided by the venue. 

 Access to a clean water supply within reasonable distance of the performance area. 

 
 
 
 
For more information and images 
please contact: 
 
Lucy Jackson 
 lucy.jackson@gmail.com  
+44 (0) 7940538198, 
 
Donnacadh O’Briain  
donnacadh.obriain@gmail.com 
 +44 (0) 7725 815 854 


